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December lftth. 
Vice President Wetherill in the Chair. 

A letter was read from Dr. D. Leasure, dated Lewistown, Pennsyl- 
vania, December 5th, 1851, announcing the transmission of the skin 
of an adult American Black Bear, for the Museum. 

Dr. Le Conte presented for publication in the Journal, the con- 
clusion of his paper entitled " An attempt to classify the Longicorn 
Coleoptera of Ameriea North of Mexico." Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the former portions of the paper. 

Dr. Leidy read a paper from Mr. Charles Girard, intended for 
publication in the Proceedings, entitled "Notice of twelve new 
genera of exotic Planarise, by Charles Girard," which was referred 
to Mr. Lea, Dr. Ruschenberger, and Dr. Le Conte. 

Mr. Cassin read a paper, intended for publication in the Proceed- 
ings, entitled "Description of Birds of the genera Laniarius, 
Dicrurus, Graucalus, Pipra, and Picus, specimens of which are in 
the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia." Referred to a 
Committee consisting of Dr. Fisher, Dr. Wilson, and Dr. Watson. 

Dr. Leidy exhibited several fossils, from the Green Sand of New Jersey, 
which he characterized as follows : — 

ChULONIA 8RAND.2BVA, Leidy. 

Proposed upon three vertebral plates from the Green Sand of New Jersey, 
presented to the Academy by Mr. Wetherill. 

One of these has its anterior extremity broken off, but the length of the frag- 
ment is greater than the breadth ; its form has been quadrilateral, and it was 
probably the first vertebral plate. Length 2 in. 8 lines ; breadth 23 lines. 

A second plate is broad hexahedral, the two lateral sides equal and shorter 
than the anterior, which is concave, and the posterior which has the stump of 
a pointed process. 

Length 26 lines ; breadth 32 lines ; thickness 5} lines. 

The third plate is hexahedral, sinuated in front,with a pointed process behind. 

Length with process 28 lines ; breadth 28 lines. 
Tbiontx pbisous, Leidy. 

Indicated by a fragment of the proximal extremity of a costal plate, from 
the Green Sand of New Jersey. 

Thickness of plate 3J lines, with the rib proper five lines. 

The attention of the members was also directed to a fossil cranium from 
the Eocene of Nebraska, from the collection of Dr. D. D. Owen, which was 
characterized as follows : — 
Machairodub pbim.*:vu8, Leidy and Owen. 

Established upon a mutilated cranium, one-fourth less in size than the pan- 
ther, Felis concolor. 

The greater portion of the canines is broken away, but sufficient remains 
of that of the right side to indicate that it was long, compressed in form, and 
denticulate upon its concave edge. 
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Upon the right side the second and third superior molars, and the first 
and second inferior are exposed to view, the others, excepting the first superior, 
which has been shed, are enveloped in the matrix in which the fossil was im- 
bedded. Upon the left side the three inferior molars are preserved nearly entire. 

The alveoli for the superior incisors remain and are very large, and leave no 
interval between them and the canine. 

The interval between the latter and the second molar is unusually large, 
being 1 lines. 

The chin is broken away but ten lines anterior to the first molar, the ante- 
rior broken margin of the jaw at its upper part is only one line thick, and 
presents no disposition to expand for the reception of the inferior canines. 
The coronoid process is very short, being only nine lines. The face above the 
infra-orbitar canals is very broad, and its anterior aspect with the forehead 
form a very abrupt angle with the parietal crest, or the forehead is very high 
above the post orbitar processes. 

Measurements. 
Length from occipital condyles to incisive alveoli of upper jaw, 6J inches. 
Breadth of face above infra-orbiter foramina, . . . . 11 lines. 

Breadth of canine at base of crown, 1 " 

Thickness " " " 4 " 

Dr. L. also made the cranium of a Musk-rat, obtained from a marl pit in New 
Jersey, presented this evening by Dr. Burtt, the subject of the following re- 
marks. He observed, the specimen served as a hint to be cautious how we 
refer remains of animals of a recent character to older farmations. There are 
preserved in the cabinet of the Academy fragments of a lower jaw, tibia, and 
antler of a deer, and the cranium of a beaver, which were found in digging 
marl in New Jersey. All the specimens have the color of true marl fossils, but 
it is evident from the character of the animals to which the remains belong, 
that they are only accidental inhabitants of the Green Sand. They may have 
fallen into a narrow fissure of a marl bed which was afterwards closed up, or 
they may have sunken in marl mud on the banks of a stream, whose bed 
afterwards may have been filled up by drift material, and thus the mode of 
access to the marl be obliterated. In the cabinet is a specimen of the distal 
extremity of an os femoris of a Snipe, found in the New Jersey marl, and 
described by Dr. Harlan* as a true fossil of the latter, but this is also a frag- 
ment of a recent animal belonging to the same category as the bones above 
mentioned. It is doubtful whether birds appeared very anterior to the Eocene 
period ; the ornithicnites of the new Red Sandstone may yet prove to be of 
reptilian origin. 



Dr. Fisher remarked, in relation to the fruit of the Palm, pre- 
sented this evening, that it was probably the fruit of the Corozo, 
mentioned by Humboldt in his " Aspects of Nature," as being the 
smallest of the Cocoa Palms. 



*Med. and Phys. Researches, p. S80. 



1851.] 331 

Mr. Lea exhibited a specimen of Zircon imbedded in blue Quartz, 
from the vicinity of the Yellow Springs, Chester county, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Vaux requested the attention of the members to the beautiful 
suit of specimens of Minerals from Nova Scotia, presented this even- 
ing by Isaac Chipman, Esq., many of which were not in the collec- 
tion of the Society. 



December 23d. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Ghair. 

Dr. Leidy read a paper, intended for publication in the Proceed- 
ings, entitled " Contributions to Helminthology." Referred to Drs. 
Hallowell, Wilson, and Zantzinger. 

Dr. Le Conte read a paper, intended for publication in the Pro- 
ceedings, entitled " Synopsis of the Lampyrides of temperate North 
America." Referred to Dr. Leidy, Dr. McEuen, and Mr. Lea. 

Dr. Leidy made some remarks upon the two species of Rhinoceros 
from Nebraska, which he had named R. Nebrascensis and R. occi- 
dentalis, and said he had satisfied himself they both belonged to the 
subgenus Acerotherium, Kaup., a good character of distinction of 
which, in the teeth, is the presence of a well developed basal ridge. 

Mr. Lea exhibited a complete suite of specimens of Unio multipli- 
catus, from the Western Rivers of the United States, and made some 
extended remarks on the Family Naiidas. 



December ZOth. 
Vice-President Wethekill in the Chair. 

The Committee to which was referred the following paper by Dr. 
Le Conte, reported in favor of publication in the Proceedings. 

Synopsis of the Lampyrides of Temperate North America. 
By John L. Le Conte, M. D. 

LAMPYRIDES. 

Mandibulae integrse : labrum obtectum : abdomen 6-vel 7-articulatum articu- 
lis omnibus liberis : tarsi 5-articulati articnlo quarto calceato, plus minusve 
bilobato ; femora ad trochanters basin et latus inserta. 

Div. l"!*. JPhotophori. 
Abdomen saepissime 7-articulatum,* articulis ultimis ssepius phosphoreis ; 
antennae approximatae ; tarsi articulo 4to subtus calceato. 

* Colopbotia has only six segments in the abdomen. 
43 



